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Greetings, I hope all is well. We should have been involved with our Spring 

exhibition if everything had gone to plan. But guess what, it hasn’t!   

Nevertheless, other opportunities have presented themselves, which some of the 

committee are keen to share with you. 

Daphne Sidney has suggested the following virtual tours: 

One of the things that I am missing the most during this lock down/up is visiting the 
art galleries and exhibitions. Nothing quite like a trip down to London to visit the Old, 
and the not so old, Masters. 
What I have found though, to my delight, is that a lot of the galleries have set up all 
sorts of things that we can tap into and be entertained for …. well, as long as you 
like, as with You Tube as well, one can spend many a happy hour feasting the eyes 
and the mind! 
I have looked at six of the main galleries in London to see what they are offering: 
National Gallery 30 must see paintings Virtual tours Behind the scenes 
National Portrait Gallery Virtual Gallery Explore the collection Learning resources 
Tate Britain On line displays Content highlights – walking through the exhibitions 
with a curator. 
Tate Modern - similar to Tate Britain 
Royal Academy Tour of Picasso and Paper exhibition, Collage your family, Artists in 
isolation, Young artists Summer Show, and Life drawing class and other interesting 
things 
Mall Galleries View the Royal Institute in Water Colours Exhibition 
You may find interesting The John Dyer Gallery (Cornwall) New Painting Collection 
on line. 
 
Whilst in a similar vein, Margaret Presley recommends: 
www.nottinghamshire artists.com - they have an online gallery like our society. 
The Frick collection in New York 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art New York 
The Uffizi Florence 
Courtauld Collection London 
The Gemaldgallerie Berlin 
The Museum of Fine Art Ghent 
Tate Liverpool 
 
Anne Rains suggested a virtual sketch club set up by Derbyshire artist Jenny 
Oldknow. Check out jennyoldknow.com 

http://www.nottinghamshire/


 
Paul Straker, our secretary, has set up 2 Facebook groups for members to share 
work. A member must Facebook a request to him and he will add them to the 
group.  
One group is called RAS Members Art and the other one is North Notts Sketchers.  
 
I hope you will find the above both encouraging and inspirational, and my grateful 
thanks to the committee members for their thoughtful contribution to the newsletter. 
If any member wishes to share other initiatives, I invite you to forward details to 
Margaret Presley at marg.presley@btinternet.com for inclusion in the next issue. 
 
My contribution; bearing in mind our restricted freedoms at present, I recommend a 
book titled “The Late Richard Dadd”, an attribution bestowed upon him whilst he was 
still alive! 
Richard Dadd was an artist who was committed to Bethlem Lunatic Asylum in 1844 
for murdering his father. Whilst incarcerated he produced a catalogue of exceptional 
artwork, including his masterpiece “The Fairy Fellers Masterstroke”, which he 
worked on for nine years. He was transferred to Broadmoor Hospital in Berkshire 
where he died in 1886, aged 69, having spent 42 years locked up. 
Sigmund Freud believed that confinement could broaden the imagination, and was 
often in discussion with Salvador Dali regarding the art of the insane. Probably 
explains a few things!  
A few years ago, I tried to persuade the art department at Rampton Hospital to 
display some of their work at one of our exhibitions. The response was “not for 
public viewing”. What a disappointment, for me anyway. 
Not much to report on Art Society matters per se, other than committee member 
David Brown proposed a donation of £100 to be made to St. Swithun’s Church in 
order to compensate them, in part, for loss of booking revenue. 
The committee agreed by majority of 12 for and 2 against. This small gesture shows 
our appreciation to the church for their help and co-operation in allowing us the use 
of their excellent venue over the years, which, it has to be said, is by agreement and 
not a right. 
However, I have mitigated our expenditure by successfully negotiating a month rent 
free with our landlord at the Swan Studio, due to lack of use in our present 
circumstances. Take care, stay safe, keep making art 
 
Mick 
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