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Retford Art Society 

NEWSLETTER       
July/August 2016 
Summer has arrived, with many artistic opportunities for members.  This 
Newsletter covers July and August, and looks ahead to the autumn 
months. 

Reviews of recent events 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
                                                                  
 
 
Forthcoming Events 
Critique at Swan Studio o 
 
 
 
 

Demonstration at Post 16 
Centre on 30th June 
On a wet evening, John 
Wakefield brightened the day 
of 32 members with a sensitive 
and impressive demonstration 
of pastels, bringing two 
seascapes to sparkling life. 
 

Workshop on 25th June  
Claire Botterill held a very well 
attended workshop on pen 
and ink and watercolour 
washes at Clarborough Village 
Hall. Members were very 
impressed with the 
techniques, and the skills and 
encouragement provided by 
Claire. 

 

 



2 

 

2 

 

Forthcoming Events 
 
Critique/Appraisal  Evening at Swan Studio on Thursday 28th July at 
7.00pm (note earlier time than usual monthly meetings) 
Our guest appraiser will be Graham Laughton who will aim to provide 
positive, detailed analysis, anecdotes and practical tips. One picture, 
(two if time allows), brought along by members will be reviewed, and 
there will be coffee/tea/biscuits during the break. 
 
Painting Day at Newstead Abbey on Thursday 25th August. 
The Art Society has arranged a visit to Newstead Abbey. The extensive 
grounds open at 10am. Members are welcome to bring along partners 
and friends. £6 per car; cafe/ toilet facilities and disabled are available. 
If you have any questions please contact Margaret Presley on 
077226396 or marg.presley@btinternet.com 
 
Workshop 
The next Workshop will be at Clarborough Village Hall on Saturday 
24th September, between 10.00am and 3.30pm.  It will be led by Tim 
Fisher with the theme of landscape design in acrylics.  Details of what 
you’ll need for the workshop will be sent out nearer the time. Sheila 
Robertson is the contact for future Workshop events; 01909 476287 or 
e-mail at sheilar45@hotmail.com  
If you are booked in for a workshop and decide not to attend, then 
please let Sheila know in advance as there may be a waiting list.  
 
Monthly Meetings/ Demonstrations     

x On 29th September, Janet Mayled will be demonstrating Mixed 
Media at the Post 16 Centre. 

 
x On 20th October, Jane Lazenby will show how to tackle Figure 

Drawing. 
The sessions start at 7.30pm and promise to be very instructive and 
enjoyable.   
 
 

mailto:sheilar45@hotmail.com
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Primary Care Trust 
The next meeting is on Mon. 5th September 2016 at 4.30pm in room 5, 
so please remember to pick up any pictures that are currently on display. 
Let Margaret know if you want your name putting down or taking off – 
artists are chosen to display their work in alphabetical order.  
 
Autumn 2016 Exhibition at St Swithun’s Church 
This is one of the highlights of the year for our Society. Submission 
day is at 10am on Sat. 8th Oct.   The exhibition opens on Thursday 
13th October, following the Preview evening on Wednesday 12th, and 
ends on Saturday, 29th October at 4pm. This early announcement will be 
followed nearer the time, in September, with a reminder e-mail/letter and 
submission forms. 

Website and Calendar 

Looking ahead, we have decided not to produce an illustrated calendar 
for 2017, partly because of costs, but also because our updated website 
is becoming an extremely good showcase for the work of RAS 
members.  Warren Cookson is doing a great job in building the website, 
so please e-mail him copies of your pictures and any background 
information that will help. 
 
Other events 

x Worksop Art Society has invited us to attend their preview evening 
at Sparken Hill Academy Worksop on Fri. 29th July 7pm-9pm 
The exhibition runs from Sat. July 30th -Sun Aug 7th. 

x Julian Bray, who has guest-presented a number of our monthly 
demos, has an exhibition at the Harley gallery from 27th August. 

 
Dr John Fitton 
The well attended funeral service for Dr. John Fitton, a long standing 
member and former Chairman, was held at St. Saviours Church on 
Saturday 23rd July. John was a talented artist and an asset to the 
Society. Our thoughts are with his wife Christine. 
 
AM/MP July 2016
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