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Greetings, newsletter time soon comes round again doesn’t it! I hope you and your 

families are keeping safe and well.  

Firstly, some bad news I’m afraid. Regrettably the Autumn Exhibition will not take 

place. 

As chairman I have a duty of care to the membership and visitors to our activities, 

and it would be foolish of me to facilitate an event which could possibly endanger 

life. 

With this in mind, and following a lengthy discussion with the church authorities, who 

have their own health and safety issues, the logistics of keeping everybody safe is 

too prohibitive. 

Nobody is more disappointed than me. I had hoped to provide you with an 

opportunity to exhibit at least once during my term of office. Six months into the job 

and I haven’t given you anything, so I have turned my attention to the painting day. 

We had been offered the venue and toilet facilities at West Stockwith Basin, but that 

was before the pandemic. 

Unfortunately, the boat owners were less than enthusiastic about hordes of covid 

ridden visitors (my description, not theirs) descending upon them and compromising 

their health and safety. So that was the end of that idea. 

However, a possible location for a low-key painting day was suggested by Andy 

Massey. A good alternative which may offer some redemption for me! The owners of 

Bolham Manor had originally offered their grounds for our use in groups of no more 

than 6 persons, but without toilet facilities.  

I contacted the owners, Pam and Butch Barnsdale and they were so 

accommodating. They will now allow us a maximum of 12 persons in each group, 

and will open up the toilets if we are able to achieve the maximum quota. The 

grounds are extensive enough to allow for social distancing, and we may bring our 

own refreshments as they will not be provided. 

Access will be available from 10am until 3 pm on 13th August. There will be a fee to 

pay in the form of a minimum donation of £3.50 a head per ½ day of 3 hours and £5 

per head for a full day. 



Bolham Manor, an Edwardian house on the edge of Retford, is part of the National 

Garden Scheme (NGS), that does not give its accreditation easily.  

Donations from the visitors will be forwarded, via the NGS, to the Marie Curie and 

MacMillan charities, both absolutely worthy causes. 

Those of us who enjoyed the venue for our painting day back in 2017 know what to 

expect and newcomers will be in for a treat. 

Bolham manor really is a jewel on our doorstep, and the owners, Pam and Butch are 

the perfect hosts. 

So, weather permitting, please come and support me, the society, the Barnsdales, 

the NGS, Marie Curie and MacMillan nurses and spend a few hours with like minded 

people. All this for a nominal fee in glorious surroundings, what an opportunity to 

salvage something this year. 

Please email Margaret Presley – marg.presley@btinternet.com or phone -

07722633896 by 3 August if you wish to be involved. If we are oversubscribed, I can 

make further dates available. I hope you find inspiration at Bolham Manor, but as we 

know, inspiration comes from many sources. 

I, for instance, have been inspired by poetry – “The Turkish Trench Dog” and “In 

Parenthesis” to name but two. 

Some artists are inspired by stories. Alice in Wonderland is a good example of a 

resource for creativity. The original illustrator was the author Charles Dodgson, but 

he felt the quality of his draughtmanship was inadequate for going to print, back in 

1864. 

The successful Punch cartoonist, John Tenniel, was approached. Initially reluctant 

he was won over by the originality of the story. His meticulous attention to detail, 

make his illustrations identifiable with the book. 

When Alice in Wonderland came out of copyright in 1907, artists fell over 

themselves in the rush to get in on the act. The early 20th century illustrations 

provide an insight into the styles of their creators. 

Arthur Rackham, the children’s illustrator, gave Alice a darker edge. 

A contemporary of Rackham, Charles Robinson (brother of William Heath Robinson, 

yes that’s the one) was another illustrator, who produced drawings in the vein of 

Aubrey Beardsley’s, rather more aesthetic Art Nouveau depictions. 

Dorothea Tanning and her lover, Max Ernst, produced pictures influenced by Alice. 

Tanning’s “Eine Kleine Nachtmusik” is set to a background of doors to the unknown, 

as in Alice’s arrival in Wonderland. 
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Ernst created paintings depicting the imagery of the looking glass. 

Salvador Dali’s work, “A Mad Tea Party”, shows his familiar melting clock as a tea 

table. 

Next the arrival of flower power and the summer of love in the 1960’s. Enter Joseph 

McHugh’s psychedelic Cheshire cat poster, Jefferson Airplane’s song “White Rabbit” 

and the Beatles song “I am the Walrus” –all inspired by Dodgson’s stories. 

In fact, the Beatles were so influenced that Dodgson is on the Peter Blake “Sgt. 

Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band” album cover. 

Peter Blake’s work from his Ruralist period in the 1970’s was also inspired by Alice. 

The influence is still prevalent, as the photographer Tim Walker will attest to. He 

created the 2018 Pirelli calendar with an all-black cast in “Wonderland”. So not just a 

children’s book then. 

Congratulations to those who have had their “Mayflower” inspired artwork accepted 

by Bassetlaw Museum for the Open Art Exhibition which runs until 10th October.  

We have received further information from the museum regarding the exhibition: It 

will re-open on Saturday August 1st   and from then it will be open from Tuesday to 

Saturday inclusive. 

Tickets will need to be booked via Eventbrite https:bit.ly/2PaBs7y (one ticket admits 

up to 4 people from the same bubble). Alternatively, tickets can be booked directly 

by calling the museum on 01777 713749. The tickets are free. A one-way route will 

be in place to minimise potential contact with other visitors. There will be a number 

of hand sanitising stations available. 

Margaret Presley informs us that the V&A Exhibition Curiouser and Curiouser – 

work inspired by Alice in Wonderland – has been postponed for the time being. The 

V&A advises people to check their website as to when tickets can be booked. 

Thanks go to Pat Ward, for suggesting that we look at Vic Bearcroft’s website to 

view his animal painting in pastel demonstrations.  

Mick 

 


