
Retford Art Society 

NEWSLETTER   

July 2020 

Greetings, I hope everyone is keeping safe and well. 

Society matters are still gathering dust, but to continue last month’s chronicle of 

events: - to recap, I received a phone call from a lady charged, by the local 

authority, with contacting organisations in the district that hadn’t applied for financial 

assistance due to the pandemic. 

Retford Art Society had presented itself by virtue of the original enquiry back in 

March. 

After much discussion regarding our contribution to the community, engagement 

with other groups, schools, museum, church and artists of all abilities, I convinced 

her that we are not a mediocre outfit, and loss of income would greatly affect our 

ability to meet our financial obligations. 

It was agreed that Retford Art Society met all the criteria and I was encouraged to 

make a formal application. 

The following morning, I wasted no time in checking the validity of the phone call 

with the finance department at Bassetlaw District Council. 

Happily, all was in order, and the application was submitted. I am pleased to 

announce that a grant of £10,000 has been awarded to us, and is safely in our 

account. 

Although very welcome, this is not a panacea. 

We do not know how long we will be unable to provide our activities and generate 

income. 

There is also the added uncertainty of Ebsworth Hall. It is not in the best structural 

condition. 

Over the years Anne Everitt and the church authorities have helped us by providing 

storage facilities for the exhibition equipment, and long may it continue, with grateful 

thanks. 

However, if we eventually have to look elsewhere, at least we now have a 

contingency fund in order to finance alternative arrangements, which will no doubt 

involve transportation costs. 



Any ideas in this respect, should the need arise, would be gladly considered. 

The Open Art Exhibition at Bassetlaw Museum has some date changes. 

The exhibition theme “Journeys” deadline for entries is now 18th July. Accepted 

artwork to be delivered 27th July. The exhibition will run 1st August to 10th October 

2020 

The dates for exhibition theme “Where it all began” are unaffected. 

Further details can be obtained at – bassetlawmuseum.org.uk or by telephoning 

01777 713749 

With gallery visits elsewhere somewhat uncertain at this present time, members 

may wish to enjoy virtual versions online. 

The Arts Society London have provided me with tours that may be of interest:- 

The Louvre, Paris current exhibition, “The Advent of the Artist”, features work by 

Delacroix, Tintoretto and Rembrandt. Visit: https:/www. louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne 

The Tate Britain, London – Take a stroll through 500 years of art history. “Walk 

through British Art” 

Visit:- https:/www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-britain/display/walk-through-british-art 

Portrait exhibition from the National Portrait Gallery, thanks to Charles Vaughton for 
this:  
www.npg.org.uk for the 2020 Exhibition. 

 

Keep safe 

Mick 

http://www.npg.org.uk/

