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 NEWSLETTER       April 2015 

Introduction
Retford Art Society is having a busy Spring, with the successful life drawing exhibition at 
Bassetlaw Museum preceding two excellent demonstrations at the Post 16 Centre, a great 
workshop at Clarborough, and preparations for the Spring Exhibition at St Swithuns 
Church. 
George Smith, a long standing member of RAS, died recently, and his daughter Katharine 
kindly donated George’s collection of art books.  We have made those available to 
members for a suitable donation at the last demonstration, and there are still some left for 
the April demo.  We are very grateful to Katharine, and hope she may be able to join us at 
future events.

Monthly Meetings/ Demonstrations.  
The February and March demonstrations at the Post 16 centre were well attended and 
provided members and visitors with helpful advice on skills and techniques, delivered with 
the personal touch.  In February, Graham Laughton (pictured left) showed how pastel 
painting can be bold and dramatic in landscape art, choosing  Malham as his  scene.   Phil 
Biggs (pictured right) brightened March for us with a relaxed but very informative demo of 
watercolour landscape painting of rural Lincolnshire.
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Our next demonstration is  on 23rd April, when Marianne Nixey takes the theme of 
“Contemporary Flowers” to demonstrate in watercolour.
Life Drawing Sessions
Life Classes are well under way on Wednesday evenings, from 7.00 to 9.00 pm at Swan 
Studio. Fees  are £3.00 for members and £4.00 for non members per session. Joan 
Vickers is in charge, so please contact her if you have any queries, on 01777 709923, or 
e-mail at jj@vic65.fsnet.co.uk
If you had work in the Life Exhibition and would like it to be displayed in the Body Cafe 
Salon please contact Sally Telfer 01777 703909

Primary Care Trust
The meeting for the next exhibition is on Mon. 11th May, at 4.30pm in room 5 at the PCT, 
so please remember to pick up any pictures then that are currently on display. Let 
Margaret know if you want your name putting down or taking off – artists are chosen to 
display their work in alphabetical order. Contact Margaret on 01777 707569 or e-mail 
a.presley@btinternet.com 

Workshops

                                                        

The next workshop is on 27th June with Stephen McLaughlin - 
acrylics

Spring Exhibition 2015
This is one of the highlights of the year for our Society, and as usual takes place in St 
Swithun’s Church. 

2

The first Workshop of 2015, on 
Saturday 14th March at Clarborough 
Village Hall, saw those who attended 
challenged to free up their watercolour 
skills with artist Elaine Nash.
Sheila Robertson is the contact for 
future Workshop events; 01909 
4 7 6 2 8 7 o r e - m a i l a t 
sheilar45@hotmail.com.
If, in future, you are booked in for a 
workshop and decide not to attend, 
then please let Sheila know in good 
time as there may be a waiting list. 
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After the Preview evening on Wednesday 29th April, the Exhibition opens to the public on 
Thursday 30th April. It will be open on Charter Day 4th May and ends on Saturday, May 
16th at 4pm. 

Submission day
This  will be on Saturday 25th April at St. Swithun's Church between 10am and noon in 
the Lady Chapel.

• Please remember that images of naked figures will not be accepted for this 
exhibition.  

• For hanging your pictures, please use only taped over D rings, placed one 
third of the way down the frame. 

• Where necessary, seal up the back of the picture with gummed brown tape, in 
order to keep out bugs and cover the sharp glazing points. 

• Also, please ensure the picture cord is stretched tight so that the exhibition 
hooks do not show when hung.

• We will not accept pictures which are not appropriately 
framed and sealed.

• Work will not be accepted for the exhibition if subs have not been paid and 
subs will not be accepted on Submission Day.

Each member is entitled to exhibit three pictures, two of which are subject to selection. 
Also cards, mounted pictures  and craft items are welcome. A submission form, including 
conditions of entry, is attached to this Newsletter. Late entries will not be considered. 
The Selection Committee will meet on Sunday 26th April.

Correct backing for painting 
frames, for Exhibition
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Exhibition Stewards
A considerable amount of work is involved in staging the exhibition, and volunteer 
members are already hard at work, helping to make sure it will be a great success. Rose 
Elkington is our Stewarding Organiser and members are urged to volunteer to become 
stewards to help run the exhibition. Rose will be around on Submission day to add 
volunteers to her list. You can also contact Rose on 01427 880525 or 
roseelkington@hotmail.com.
New members will always be paired with an experienced member for their first time. 
Stewarding involves welcoming and handing out catalogues to visitors, receiving and 
recording cash for sales and keeping a watchful eye on the craft/card tables. Please 
volunteer and help make our Spring Exhibition a great success. 

Exhibition Stand Erectors
Please note more volunteers are needed to help erect the exhibition stands on Saturday 
25th April.  Members who wish to volunteer should contact Margaret Presley on 01777 
707569
David Brown will coordinate the activities, and will provide a pre-set up session at 9.30 am. 
If you would like to help please be at the church at 9-30am. on the Exhibition erection day

Preview Evening
Rev. Georgie Hadley has kindly agreed to open the Exhibition on the Preview evening on 
Wed. 29th April at 7pm.
Refreshments and wine will be served, and a ticket admitting two is attached to this 
Newsletter.  A raffle will be held on the night, the prize being the watercolour done by Phil 
Biggs at the demo.
Art work created by pupils of St Swithuns Primary School will be on display.

Close of Exhibition
At the end of the exhibition, there is  a lot of activity with taking down lights etc.  Will 
members calling to collect unsold paintings please note that, for safety reasons, they 
should not arrive before 4.00pm?  This will enable us  to have more room to tape off areas 
where lights are being taken down.  Many thanks.

Studio Sessions
Please note that Swan Studio will be closed during the first week of the exhibition. 
Tuesday evening and life classes continue as usual during the second and third week but 
there will be no Friday afternoon sessions. 
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It would be nice if more members could attend the Tuesday evening classes and help 
share responsibility for opening up and closing.

PAT testing for electrical safety of appliances has been carried out successfully at the 
studio.

AM/MP April 2015

RETFORD ART SOCIETY
EXHIBITION ENTRY FORM

Title Medium Price (£) Entry fee
Canvases and Framed Pictures (£2.00 each)

1

2

3

Mounted Pictures (50p each)

Cards (no submission fee)

Craft Items (no submission fee)

Total Total           £

NAME: (As you want it to appear on 
catalogue)   ...............................................................

ADDRESS:   ...................................................................................................

CONTACT NUMBER:  .............................................

I accept the conditions of entry

Signed  .....................................................................

Entries accepted between 10 am and 12 noon on submission day.  Late entries will not be 
accepted.

NAME: (As you want it to appear on 
catalogue)   ...............................................................

ADDRESS:   ...................................................................................................

CONTACT NUMBER:  .............................................

I accept the conditions of entry

Signed  .....................................................................

Entries accepted between 10 am and 12 noon on submission day.  Late entries will not be 
accepted.

NAME: (As you want it to appear on 
catalogue)   ...............................................................

ADDRESS:   ...................................................................................................

CONTACT NUMBER:  .............................................

I accept the conditions of entry

Signed  .....................................................................

Entries accepted between 10 am and 12 noon on submission day.  Late entries will not be 
accepted.

NAME: (As you want it to appear on 
catalogue)   ...............................................................

ADDRESS:   ...................................................................................................

CONTACT NUMBER:  .............................................

I accept the conditions of entry

Signed  .....................................................................

Entries accepted between 10 am and 12 noon on submission day.  Late entries will not be 
accepted.
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RETFORD ART SOCIETY

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY FOR EXHIBITIONS

1 Entries should be the member’s own work. If they are based on the work or 
photographs of others, this should be clearly stated on the entry form, 
for example, Jo Bloggs, Sunflowers (after Van Gogh). Pictures of naked 
figures and life drawings are excluded from this exhibition.

2 Members whose subscriptions are in arrears will not be allowed to exhibit. 
The committee reserves the right to reject any picture that is not 
mounted and framed to an acceptable standard.

3 Frames should have D-rings and cords attached, one third of the way down 
the back, ready for hanging. The cord needs to be fairly taut to prevent 
display hooks being visible. D-rings and glazing points should be taped 
to avoid possible damage to other frames during transit, or damage to 
people during the hanging stage.

4 Entries should be suitably labelled, showing the name of the artist, title of 
the work, the medium in which it is produced, and the price at which it is 
offered for sale. Work that is not for sale should be marked “NFS”.

5 Unframed pictures should be exhibited in suitable mounts.

6 Submission fees must be submitted with the entry before selection.

7 Only work that has not been exhibited at any previous major exhibition held 
by the Retford Art Society may be submitted.

8 15% of the price of any work sold during any exhibition staged by the 
Society will be paid to the Society as commission.

9 Prior to any exhibition the secretary will inform members when and where 
to submit their work for selection.
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10 It is the responsibility of each member to collect his or her own work, or 
arrange for it to be collected, at the end of the exhibition. The Society 
will not be liable for loss of, or damage to, any work not collected from 
their exhibitions.

11 Insurance of any work exhibited is the member’s own responsibility.

12 Any work exhibited will be photographed for the Society’s records and may 
be used in publicity and promotional material for the Society. Any money 
accruing from these photographs will be added to the Society’s funds.
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RETFORD ART SOCIETY                            
 SPRING   EXHIBITION  2015                         ADMIT 2                                  

You are cordially invited to a private view of members’ paintings at  

St Swithun's Church, Cannon Square, Retford on

 Wednesday 29th April 2015, at 7.00 pm 

Exhibition - Times of opening

Thursdays

Fridays                                  

11 am to 4 pm

10 am to 4 pm

7, 14, May

8,15, May
Saturdays 10 am to 4 pm 9, 16, May
Monday –  Charter day 10 am to 4 pm 4  May

By kind permission of the Canon T Walker, Team Leader, and the Church 
Council
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