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Well, this is a bit of a drastic way of finding solitude to produce art, 

but it is as it is. I have no intention of commenting on the situation 

as there’s plenty of social media adequately, and inadequately 

able to do so. 

However, I’m aware that lots of you are raising spirits by keeping in 

touch, and just think of the prolific amount of art that we could 

churn out. 

The thing about our chosen pastime, besides being good for the 

mind and soul, is that it’s a generally solitary affair. 

With regard to Art Society matters, I don’t want members to feel 

short changed this year, so I proposed that every member who is 

up to date with their subscription on April 17th will be entitled to free 

submission of three framed and three unframed pictures/prints at 

each postponed exhibition. My proposal was accepted by a 

committee majority. 

I have not lost sight of the Autumn Exhibition. “A bit optimistic”, I 

hear you cry! 

Maybe so, but all the procedures, planning and administration are 

in place, so if we are given the ok, we’re ready to go. 

When we eventually get there, you will notice that I’ve introduced a 

couple of innovations. No more catalogues! 

It has always been a bit of a scramble: logging entries, printing, 

proof reading with fingers crossed, and delivery to be ready for 

pre-view night, and hopefully not running out of catalogues. In 

future we will have individual cards for each picture, detailing artist, 

medium, title and price, attached to the display boards. 



The cards will be produced in-house with minimum cost and will 

give an overall more professional display as befits our work. 

Secondly, and I am by no means predicting anything, we will be 

making available a display board dedicated to the work of recently 

deceased members, if approached by the family. 

You may feel this to be bad taste given the present circumstances, 

but the idea was formed and discussed before the present 

escalation of events. 

In this respect, our condolences go out to the families of Jo Walker 

and Terry Stephens, members who have recently passed away. 

Margaret Presley has secured the use of the tea making/toilet 

facilities at West Stockwith Canal Basin for the painting day on 

August 13th.What an ideal opportunity to celebrate freedom if 

restrictions are lifted. 

We’ve hit a snag with regard to our demos. I had obtained the use 

of the Labour Hall, but a couple of weeks before the first demo 

their kitchen ceiling fell in! It was repaired but the building was shut 

down because of the threat from the virus. Furthermore, the 

owners have decided to use the building as office space in the 

future, so I’ve been seeking out alternative premises. I have one 

definite and one possible, and I’ll keep you posted. 

Keep safe, keep sane, keep painting. 

I wish you all well. 

Mick 


