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Retford Art Society 

NEWSLETTER       
August 2017 

Summer has arrived, with many artistic opportunities for members.  This 

Newsletter covers June, July and August, and looks ahead to the 

autumn months. 

Reviews of recent events 

 

Workshop on 10th June  

Julian Bray led a full house on the glories of floral acrylics at 

Clarborough Village Hall. Many thanks to Sheila Robertson for arranging 

a very productive day. 

 

 

Demonstration at Post 16 Centre on 29th June 

Janet Mayled came all the way from Buxton to show us how she tackles 

garden glories in acrylics, A horticultural highlight! 
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Critique at Swan Studio on 27th July 

Graham Laughton proved a positive and perceptive appraiser of 

members’ art work at our annual critique, with some 15 members 

enjoying not only Graham’s analysis of our pictures, but also his many 

tips and insights into what makes a painting work.  It was good, too, to 

see the quality and range of members’ work on show. 

                                                   

Forthcoming Events 

 

Painting Day at Bolham Manor on Thursday 24th August. 

The Art Society has arranged a visit to Bolham Manor, which is just off 
Tiln Lane in Retford. There is parking near the house, and we aim to 
meet there at 10.00am.  I recently e-mailed members some details of the 
house and grounds.  You can get more details if you Google it. 
 
Directions 
The address is Bolham Manor, Bolham Lane, Retford, DN22 9JG.  
Coming through Retford towards Gainsborough, you turn off the A638 
Moorgate road onto Tiln Lane.  Follow that for about a mile, just beyond 
the built up area.  The road turns sharp right onto Smeath lane, but you 
carry straight on, on Tiln Lane, for 100yards, and then turn left onto 
Bolham Lane. Follow Bolham Lane for about 200 yards, where it veers 
left into the grounds of Bolham Manor.  Go into the grounds and there’s 
parking on the grass to the right. 
 
If you would like to join us there, will you please e-mail or phone me so I 
can let the owners have some idea of our numbers? 01777 706046, or 
andymassey32@hotmail.com 
 

Workshop 

The next workshop is on Saturday 23rd September, with Tim Fisher 

exploring the beauties of pastel and ink. 

Contact Sheila Robertson at 01909 476287 or sheilar45@hotmail.com 

for a place on this session. If you are booked in for a workshop and 

decide not to attend, then please let Sheila know in advance as there 

may be a waiting list.  

 

mailto:sheilar45@hotmail.com
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Monthly Meetings/ Demonstrations     

 On 28th September, Jane Lazenby will be demonstrating Figure 

Drawing, with a seated model, at the Post 16 Centre. 

 

 On 19th October, Raymond Riley will show how to tackle 

mountain landscapes and flower painting with wet in wet oil 

techniques 

The sessions start at 7.20pm and promise to be very instructive and 

enjoyable.   

 

Primary Care Trust 

The next meeting is on Monday. 11th September 2017 at 4.30pm in 

room 5 of the PCT on North Road, so please remember to pick up any 

pictures that are currently on display. Bring a picture along; as long as 

there are spaces, your work will be displayed. 

 

Autumn 2017 Exhibition at St Swithun’s Church 

This is one of the highlights of the year for our Society. Submission day 
is at 10am on Saturday. 7th October.   The exhibition opens on 
Thursday 12th October, following the Preview evening on Wednesday 
11th, and ends on Saturday, 28th October at 4pm. This early 
announcement will be followed nearer the time, in September, with a 
reminder e-mail/letter and submission forms. 

Website and Calendar 

We are continuing to widen and update the Society website.  Some 
members have asked what to include in their personal descriptions, so 
here is a suggested Q&A format to help.  Please forward by e-mail your 
entries, with photos of your pictures, to Warren, for inclusion on the 
website. 

Retord Art Society Website Gallery entries 2017 

Here is a possible template for members to give a few personal notes, to add to 

their entries on the gallery section of the society website. 

You don’t need to answer every question,  just those you think are useful. 
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Please e-mail your finished notes, together with any recent pictures that you 

have done, to Warren at retfordartsociety.co.uk, so he can add them to our 

website. 

 Your name.   

 Got a recent photo of yourself? 

 What got you into art? (Early training; hobby; discovered it later in life; 

seeing inspiring art in a gallery/exhibition…) 

 How has your art developed? (Drawing->watercolours->oils etc) 

 What do you really like about art? (Relaxation; expressing how you see 

the world; sense of quiet achievement…) 

 What are you currently working on? (Mixed media, Chinese 

ink/brushwork etc.) 

 Any big influences? (A popular painter; Art society demos) 

 Why did you join Retford Art Society? 

 Are you willing to take commissions? 

 Any other thoughts on art, eg as a friendly social experience for you. 

Many thanks for your input, which will make our website more immediate and 

personal. 

RAS Annual Meal 

The date is now confirmed as Wednesday 4th October 2017, at 12.30.at 

Retford Golf Club.  Keep the date free! 

I’ll send out a booking form later. 

50 Years of RAS Art 

We’ve had a number of suggestions about events to hold as 

celebrations for this important occasion; many thanks for those.  We are 

now exploring which events to go ahead with, costings etc.  If you have 

any ideas, please contact me or any of the committee. 
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Other events 

 Patricia Lane, mixed media artist, has an exhibition at Bassetlaw 

Museum from 5th August to 16th September, with a “meet the 

artist” drinks and nibbles event on Saturday 12th August. 

 At Patchings Barn Gallery, there is The Artist and Leisure Painter 

Exhibition, until 20th August. 

 At the Harley Gallery, Welbeck, their Open Exhibition continues 

until 20th August. 

 Looking ahead, the Pilgrims’ Festival on the weekend of 18-19th 

November invites artists to submit work on the theme of Pilgrims 

and Separatists (not just pictures of the Mayflower, but any work of 

art inspired by stories of this historic event).  Check the previous e-

mail message about how to enter for this event, or email Rick 

Brand at  rickbrand@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Best wishes 

Andy Massey,  

August 2017
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