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There is not much to report at present, so let me take you on a journey into the past. 

We have had two benefactors in recent times. 

One, a local business man and supporter of the Society, sadly passed away in 2015 

and generously left us £800. 

The other, a former member, bequeathed £2000 in 2017. 

Both bequests were left for the ‘benefit’ of the membership. It seems to me that 

leaving the money to languish in the general account for years would not benefit the 

membership, especially those who are no longer with us. 

Recently I announced the free submission of entries for each postponed exhibition 

this year. The financial impact of this will be borne by the bequests, as it will be 

indeed a benefit to the members. 

I have, since my initial announcement, received some enquiries from members who 

wish to pay their fee. This concession is by no means mandatory, and those who 

would rather not take advantage of the allowance can proceed as normal. 

Hopefully, this explanation alleviates any misgivings regarding funding. 

Subject to government guidelines, health and safety issues, and consensus, we may 

be able to hold our Autumn exhibition, but I doubt that a preview evening would be 

appropriate. We’ll see what happens. 

I am cautiously optimistic, however, that the painting day will go ahead. Again, we 

will see what happens. 

At an exhibition last year, we were actively encouraged, by an elected member of 

Nottinghamshire County Council, to take advantage of the Arts Fund, and apply for 

a grant. 

I mentioned it at committee and it was decided to pursue it at a later date.  

The later date arrived when I took over as chair, so I made enquiries with the 

relevant service, giving brief details of our Society and contribution to culture in the 

community. The council official told me to prepare a dossier of our activities for 

presentation later in the year. 



I presented the matter to the committee at the March meeting, then covid happened! 

However, one evening in mid-April, I received a phone call………………. 

(to be continued in the next issue!) 

If you recall, in our last newsletter, I told you about our Swan Studio landlord 

agreeing to waive a month’s rent, in view of the lockdown and our lack of income. 

With the continuing situation, I once again, made approaches as to how he would be 

able to help us. I’m pleased to announce that he has generously agreed to allow us 

rent free accommodation until we’re up and running again. What a good man, and 

he deserves our sincere gratitude during these challenging times for all of us. 

He will be receiving an appropriate letter of thanks. 

 Whilst we’re on the subject of the studio, I feel it is under-utilized. I would welcome 

any ideas. Initiatives in keeping with the normal activities of the Society, that would 

make use of the accommodation. Please forward to Margaret Presley at 

marg.presley@btinternet.com  for consideration. 

Charles Vaughton kindly sent us this information for the newsletter: 
 
Sky Arts are doing “Portrait Artist of the Week” on Sundays at 1.00 pm.  Using the 
winners of Portrait Artist of the Year, starting with 2019, working backwards in years, 
and working via video, the artist paints the sitter, at distance.   
  
Viewers are invited to submit their attempts; some really good work.  It gives the 
medium, but doesn’t say whether they are amateur, or professional.  So far, around 
2000 submissions each week. 
  
Artist so far;  week 1 – Duncan Shoesmith -  2019; 
  
                      week 2 – Samira Addo          -  2018; 
  
Next week -  week 3 – Gareth Reid            -   2017. 
  
All good artists. 
  
Some tutoring involved, by Tai-Shan Schierenberg. 
 

Life is slowly creeping back to some semblance of normality, albeit a long haul, so 

meanwhile keep creating, keep safe and take care. 

Mick 
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