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Retford Art Society 

               NEWSLETTER 

June 2018 

Introduction 

This newsletter looks back at a successful Spring Exhibition, and other 

activities and events, and ahead to what the summer and autumn bring. 

The survey of members’ interest in some special 50th anniversary events 

produced very few responses, and most of those lukewarm or negative, so 

we will not proceed with most of those ideas. 

 

Spring 2018 Exhibition Report 

 We celebrated our 50th anniversary by inviting members and guests to 

the Preview with a full buffet in St Swithun’s Lady Chapel, and it was a 

very happy event. 

 Society Chairman Andy Massey thanked and praised the efforts of the 
numerous members and friends of the Society, who had taken a part in 
mounting the exhibition. A high quality and wide range of work reflected 
a Society in good health.  Artwork from Bracken Lane School was also 
showcased at the Exhibition. 

 Life President Val Moore spoke of her memories of the founding years 

of the Society, and looked to the future of art in Retford. 

 The numbers visiting through the 3 weeks of the exhibition were 
encouraging, especially on Charter Day.  Overall, some 650 visitors 
saw the exhibition.  

 There was a healthy number of sales with about 25% of framed and 
unframed pictures being sold.   

 

Monthly Meetings/ Demonstrations.   
The March event was cancelled as the demonstrator did not arrive.  

In April, Vivienne Cawson showed how to paint fine detail in floral 

watercolours.  

May’s demonstration, by contrast, has Richard Holland bringing crashing 

waves to the canvas. 

On 28th June, Angela Gaughan will lead us back to nature with “Wildlife in 

Acrylics”. 
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Workshops       

The planned workshop in March was postponed as the “Beast from the East” 

brought snow.  It went ahead in April, with our old friend Julian Bray showing 

how to dramatise still-life in acrylics. 

Sheila Robertson is the contact for future Workshop events; 01909 476287 or 

e-mail at sheilar45@hotmail.com. 

The next workshop at Clarborough will be on Saturday 16th June when Gwen 

Scott will focus on watercolour skills.There are still places available for this 

workshop, so contact Sheila to secure a place. 

If, in future, you are booked in for a workshop and decide not to attend, then 

please let Sheila know in good time, as there is usually a waiting list.  

                                              

 

Studio Sessions 

The Swan Studio continues to be open for normal sessions, with Life Drawing 

on Wednesdays from 7.00pm, and informal groups on Tuesday evenings and 

Friday afternoons. 

 

Painting Day 

The painting afternoon is planned for Friday 20th July, at Ellicar Gardens in 

Gringley, from 1.00pm. Margaret Harrod will contact members with more 

details.  

 

 

mailto:sheilar45@hotmail.com
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Annual Critique 

Julian Bray will lead this event, on Thursday 26th July, at the Swan Studio. 

NB Start time is 7.00pm, (not 7.15pm like our usual monthly meetings at the 

Post 16 Centre). 

 

Wider Involvement by the Society 

Bassetlaw Creative Arts Exhibition 

A small number of paintings by RAS members were exhibited at the Crossing 

in Worksop in April as part of this region-wide show. 

Spa Lane Mural  

Many of you will have seen the large mural, now revealed on the wall of 

Thomas Cook Travel Agents building on Spa Lane in Retford.  It 

commemorates the sheep fairs that used to take place on Spa Common, and 

was a joint venture by Retford Civic Society and Retford Art Society.  We 

hope it will bring interest and pleasure for people in the town for many years 

to come. 

Art and the Great War 

This course of 7 afternoon talks, at the Well, is now over halfway through, and 

proving very entertaining and illuminating.  Many thanks to Daphne Sidney for 

coordinating it, and Dr Mo Ille for presenting it. 

 

50 Years of Art 

Sadly, there hasn’t been sufficient interest in any of our proposed ideas to 

celebrate this anniversary, so we will not go ahead with any of the visits to 

galleries, we have cancelled the booking at the Olde Bell for the meal in 

September, and we have put on hold arrangements for Life Drawing 

workshops and exhibition.  There may be a lunch/evening meal later in the 

year, which David Brown will look into. 

 

Treasurer 

Finally, a plea. We still have no Treasurer for next year, (a vacancy we 

mentioned in the last Newsletter).  If you can help, or know anyone who 

could, please contact Andy Massey or Warren Cookson as soon as you 

can. 

 

With best wishes                                      Andy Massey; June 2017 


